
Issue 5 - September 2015

Welcome

This newsletter has been produced at no cost to villagers by the King George’s Playing Field JPC Working Group. 
For more information, or to provide support, please contact the Working Group via John Murphy (jpc@jvmurphy.co.uk) or 
Mark Griffi n (mark.griffi n1@outlook.com).

Welcome to the fi fth in our 
series of King George’s 
Playing Field newsletters. 
We’ve much to share with 
you in this edition:

This means that we can now 
realise our dream of making 
much needed improvements 
to our local facilities. In fact 
contractors have already been 
appointed and started work on 
site on Monday 14 September 
with a target completion date of 
before Christmas. There will be 
restricted access to the playing 
fi eld during this period  for health 
and safety reasons so please bear 
with us – we do aim to minimise 
inconvenience to all. 
The Working Group is currently 
drawing up plans for a grand 
opening, likely to be held in the 
Spring – watch this space!

In just 18 months of fundraising, the significant 
efforts from villagers across Barford, Sherbourne and 
Wasperton to raise enough money to bring new sports 
and recreational facilities to King George’s Playing 
Field have paid off. At the recent Summer Fun Day, 
held on a very wet bank holiday Monday, the Working 
Group announced that we have reached our £450,000 
fundraising target over a year ahead of schedule.

Our collective achievements 
are, quite simply, amazing. 
The Working Group was 
formed just two and a half 
years ago and we have only 
been raising funds for a year 
and a half. It is clear to see just 
how hard everyone across our 
villages has worked to make 
this a reality – without your 
incredible help over recent 
months, we would still have 
some way to go. So thank you 
to everyone who has worked 
so hard to help us reach this 
point – we hope that you are 
as proud of your achievements 
as we are.

• We give you some great news regarding our fundraising efforts
• Take a look at some of the many photos taken at our recent Summer 

Fun Day
• We are looking at setting up clubs – fi nd out more about how you can 

get involved and what it means to you
• Log on to our new website where you will fi nd all of our latest news
• We show you the many sponsors who have played such a huge part in 

helping us to bring new sports facilities to Barford

The Working Group 
announced at the Summer 
Fun Day two further 
signifi cant fi nancial awards 

which helped to get us over 

the line with our fundraising. The fi rst 

was for £50,000 from WREN, a not-

for-profi t business that awards grants 

for community, conservation and 

heritage projects from funds donated 

by FCC Environment through the 

Landfi ll Communities Fund. Since 

1998, WREN has granted over £200 

million to more than 7,000 projects 

which benefi t people living within 10 

miles of a FCC Environment landfi ll 

site. You can fi nd out more information 

on WREN at www.wren.org.uk. 

The second was a substantial 
contribution from Warwick District 

Council who have been long-term 

supporters of our project. In fact 

Councillor Peter Whiting, Portfolio 

Holder for Finance at the Council, 

recently said “The amount of 
community effort which has gone into 

fundraising work since this project 

commenced is amazing. Given this, 

Warwick District Council has been 

delighted to support such a proactive 

approach. I personally applaud those 

who have invested considerable 

time in this project and I share their 

excitement in looking forward to 

seeing their hard work rewarded 

with new sports facilities fi t for future 

generations of local villagers.”
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Despite the weather, the 
Summer Fun Day, held 
on Barford Village Green 
on bank holiday Monday 
31 August, was a huge 
success and raised 
almost £6,000. Around 
200 people attended over 
the course of the day and 
much fun was had by all. 

Facilitated by Mark “Mitch” Mitchell, the event was opened by 
Karen Carney, captain of Birmingham City in the Football Association 
Women’s Super League and also a member of the England’s national 
football team. Since making her debut for England in 2005, Karen has 
made more than 100 appearances for her country and has also competed 
with the Great Britain team at the 2012 Summer Olympics. Our host for 
the day was Sarah Falkland from BBC Midlands Today who did a truly 
excellent job of keeping the day on track!

The crowds were entertained by ‘Three Spires Harmony’ and events were 
held, including Barford’s Got Talent, a Barford Bake Off and a Barford Fun 
Dog Show. Take a look at some of the many photos taken on the day!
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Barford’s Got Talent contestants: 
Will White; Chris Murphy; Jane 
Hopkins; and Martin Hatton and 
friend

Barford Bake Off: best decorated 
cake (adult) – Nancy Williamson; 
best tasting cake (adult) – Chris 
Murphy; best decorated cake (child) 
– Lydia Mitchell; best tasting cake 
(child) – Kitty Heap

Barford Fun Dog Show: this was 
such a highlight and was a really 
popular event. Many commented 
on the excellent behaviour, and that 
was just from the owners! We had 
12 entrants, many of whom were 
children who competed for eight 
categories. Thanks to Ben from 
Guide Dogs for the Blind who 
not only judged this event but also 
kindly donated prizes. Best in show 
awarded to Gus and his owner, 
Becca Redfern. 

Treasure hunt winners: £200 – Lyra 
Cobb; £100 – Carole Whitely and 
Goff Tilling; £50 – Bill Worrall, 
Hilary Rhead, Harry Gadsden and 
Rita Hunt.

Thank you to those members of our 
community who have sponsored 
one of the 12 new benches which 
will be positioned on the playing 
fi eld – with gift aid, this has raised 
£14,000. Your generosity is very 
much appreciated and these will be 
a much used addition to accompany 
our new facilities.

We’d also like to thank the 
Wellesbourne Lions who provided 
some fantastic support on the 
day, ‘Three Spires Harmony’ for 
travelling to sing in the rain, and to 
those who provided food produce 
from Barford’s allotments which 
was sold in the shop. The team from 
the Joseph Arch made the beer 
festival a great addition too.

In addition, a family prize auction 
was held with a range of prizes 
snapped up by locals, including fi rst 
person to go on the zip wire at the 
offi cial opening, the fi rst game of 
tennis and the fi rst game of six-aside 
cricket on the MUGA. 

Thank you to everyone who braved 

the weather and made the day so very 

enjoyable.
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This newsletter has been produced at no cost to villagers by the King George’s Playing Field JPC Working Group. 
For more information, or to provide support, please contact the Working Group via John Murphy (jpc@jvmurphy.co.uk) or 
Mark Griffi n (mark.griffi n1@outlook.com).

Our sponsors
The transformation of our playing fi elds would not even be thinkable without the hard work of 
the local community, generous sponsors and supporters. Special thanks go to all customers, 
volunteers and staff of Barford Village Shop who have been tremendous, enabling the 
Barford Community Charity to donate £50,000 to date. There has also been a generous grant 
of £25,000 from Barford St. Peter’s School Trust, which has made a huge difference to our 
fundraising campaign. Our sponsors can be found below:

Our website 
 

Clubs
Now that the installation of the new 
facilities is in sight, the Working Group 
will shortly be looking at forming clubs 
and creating an online booking system 
which will need to be used in order to 
book some of the facilities. Everyone 
who lives in Barford, Sherbourne 
and Wasperton will be able to use 
the new facilities. We will be sharing 
more information about how to book 
the facilities, as well as providing 
information on progress with club 
formation, on our website.

If you’d like to run, support or be 
involved in a sports club using these 
facilities, please contact Mark Griffi n 
(contact details at the bottom of 
the page).

www.barfordplayingfi elds.orgwww.barfordplayingfi elds.org

We have created a website 
which will feature the latest 
news about King George’s 
Playing Field. This will include 
construction progress as well as 
host the online booking system 
via which you can book the new 
facilities. So please visit 
www.barfordplayingfi elds.org 
and take a look. In fact the 
Working Group is now focusing 
its communication efforts on 
this website.

Kings news 5_v2.indd   1 14/09/2015   10:03:47


