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Welcome

This newsletter has been produced at no cost to villagers by the King George’s Playing Field JPC Working Group. 
For more information, or to provide support, please contact the Working Group via John Murphy (jpc@jvmurphy.co.uk) or 
Mark Griffi n (mark.griffi n1@outlook.com).

proud by raising money themselves. 
For example, did you know that your 
hard work on our fantastic March 
activity day raised over £23,000? A 
further £400 was generated by holding 
a baby and children’s nearly new sale 
in April plus a generous donation of 
£600 was recently gratefully received 
from Barford W.I. Thank you to everyone 
who has worked so hard to raise money 
for this important scheme. And please 
continue to raise funds as the more you 
help to raise, the earlier we could be 
implementing the scheme. 

So what does all this mean? Well, given 
these achievements, we are now working 
towards implementing the entire scheme 
(not just the new children’s play area) later 
this year. This is, however, dependent upon 
raising further funding but we will keep you 
updated over the summer with progress.

This is dependent upon securing the 
remaining funds this summer. As a 
community, we’ve done so well so far, 
including securing a number of funding 
successes in recent weeks. Much of this 
is resulting from funding applications 
being prepared and submitted by the 
Working Group – we’ve recently heard, 
for example, that Sport England is 
awarding £75,000 of funds towards the 
scheme (this amount is included within 
our £320,000 total), plus further sizeable 
bids have been submitted and are 
awaiting a decision in the coming weeks. 
In addition, the Barford St. Peter’s School 
Trust donated an additional £17,000 in 
May plus the Barford Community Charity 
awarded a further £22,000 in early June. 

On top of this, villagers and businesses 
from across Barford, Sherbourne and 
Wasperton are continuing to really do us 

Yes, it’s true – a total of £320,000 has now been pledged for the 
improvement of King George’s Playing Fields. We still have approximately 
£100,000 to raise, but our collective achievements to date mean that, 
with your continued help, we’re working towards implementing the entire 
scheme THIS YEAR – that’s a FULL YEAR ahead of schedule. 

Meet our sponsors
Let’s not forget our sponsors who have provided fi nancial support to ensure that the 
King George’s Playing Field Improvement Scheme is implemented as soon as possible. 
We continue to be grateful to these companies who are not only really supportive of the 
scheme but are also extremely generous:

Welcome to our fourth 
King George’s Playing 
Field newsletter. So 
much has happened 
since our last 
newsletter in February, 
so in this edition:

£320,000 now pledged!

• We update you on our funding position, including exciting news about a 
£75,000 grant being awarded from Sport England. Read on to fi nd out 
what this could mean for the entire scheme

• Hold the date for a village fun day on Monday 31 August - a bank holiday!
• We will have a stand at the Barford St. Peter’s School fête on Saturday 

4 July. Will we see you there?
• Why not sponsor a bench or picnic table at King George’s Playing Field?
• It’s time to start  forming local sports clubs to take advantage of these 

new facilities

£320,000 now pledged!

Not only was £400 

raised via the baby and 

children’s nearly new sale, 

but the organisers also 

made a donation of goods 

to Chapter 1, a local charity which 

is based on Christian principles and 

which provides accommodation 

and support for vulnerable people. 

On receiving this donation, Farah 

Naz, Lead Activities Co-ordinator 

at Chapter 1, said “Here at Chapter 

1 we were surprised and delighted 

to receive the generous donation 

of mother and baby goods from the 

Barford nearly new sale. All the items 

have been shared among the young 

mothers at Warford Lodge. These 

small things make a big difference, 

so it’s a very big thank you from all 

of us at Chapter 1 in Leamington.”

Addington Fund Charity; Barford Community Charity; Barford Exchange; Barford St. Peter’s School Trust; 
Barford Village Shop; Barford WI; Country Eggs; Warburton Bakers; 

Warwick District Council; Warwickshire Coffee Company; Warwickshire Community Forum

Join the club!
We are now so much closer to having these 
facilities in place, which means that we need 
to start putting in place local sports clubs 
which can use these facilities. 
Please think about how you would like to use the new multi sports and 
leisure facility, including tennis courts, netball and hockey courts, plus 
a football pitch, exercise and play equipment and the perimeter paths. 
Would you like to join, support or even set up and run, a local sports club? 
Please give this some thought over the coming weeks – the Working 
Group will be in touch again over the summer to move this forward. Could 
you be the fi rst to form a new Barford sports club? If you have an idea, 
please talk to the Working Group at the Barford St. Peter’s School fête on 
Saturday 4 July or contact Mark Griffi n via mark.griffi n1@outlook.com, 
07802 470896 or 01926 624455.
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Summer fun day!
Such was the success of our March 
activity day that the Working Group 
is organising a village fun day on 
Monday 31 August – a bank holiday.  

There will be a dozen or so 
new, high quality, benches 
and picnic tables around King 
George’s Playing Field once the 
work is complete and we’d like 
to offer these to villagers from 
across Barford, Sherbourne and 
Wasperton for sponsorship. By 
sponsoring one of these, you 
can dedicate it to, well, whoever 
you like – a family member, a 
group of people, your street or 
even your pet! Each bench or 
table can be sponsored for a 
fi xed price. Any sold by mid-
August will be entered into a 
draw on our August fun day 
for sponsors to fi nd out their 

It will be held on the village 
green in Barford, next to Barford 
Village Shop, between 12.30pm 
and 6.30pm. Whilst the Working 
Group is still pulling together 
the activities, it will include an 
all-day BBQ, a beer festival in 
association with the Joseph Arch, 
a ‘Barford Bake Off’ and a new 
and exciting auction hosted 
by our very own dynamic duo 
of Sandy Peirson and James 
Hawkesford. We’re also aiming 
to have a bouncy castle and 
our own ‘Barford’s Got Talent’ 
contest – there will be prizes 
for all ages, so if you can play 
a musical instrument, do magic 
tricks, tell a joke, sing a song or 
even perform acrobatics, come 
along and join in. Bring along 
your chairs and gazebos and let’s 
all have a great day. To fi nd out 
more, contact Wendy Barlow via 
wendy.barlow@tiscali.co.uk or 
01926 624296.

Sharing precious moments 
from our recent                                               

Do try to keep the day free – 
it will be hosted by Sarah 
Falkland from BBC Midlands 
Today and we’ll provide more 
information in future newsletters 
and adverts in Plurality. This 
will be another opportunity 
for residents from Barford, 
Sherbourne and Wasperton to 
come together, have some fun 
and enjoy a great community 
day. The event will be free to 
enter, but you’ll need tickets for 
the BBQ which will be on sale 
in Barford Village Shop in the 
summer. However, these will be 
strictly limited in number so be 
sure to buy yours in advance!

In addition, the Working Group 
will have a stand at the Barford 
St. Peter’s School fête on 
Saturday 4 July. We’ll be on 
hand to explain how we are 
progressing with our funding 
and our planned implementation 

Would you like to sponsor a bench 
or picnic table?

location on King George’s 
Playing Field. More information 
will be made available at our 
Barford St. Peter’s School 
fête stand, at the village fun 
day and in future newsletters, 
plus the benches will be on 
show at the village fun day in 
August. If you are interested in 
leaving a lasting legacy as part 
of this redevelopment, please 
look out for more information, 
which will include the cost of 
sponsorship packages and 
how to register your interest, 
or contact Peter Wilson on 
peterandphilippawilson@
btinternet.com or 
01926 624779.

date for the entire scheme. Plus 
we’ll be selling more squares in 
our King George’s Playing Field 
treasure hunt – remember that 
squares cost just £5 each and 
you could win £50, £100 or even 
£200. Prizes will be awarded as 
soon as all squares are sold and 
we’ll be making a donation to 
FABS at Barford St. Peter’s C.E. 
Primary School.

Our King George’s Playing Field 
Improvement Scheme is one 
of the latest projects to have 
secured funding from Sport 
England’s Inspired Facilities fund. 
Announced on 1 June, the news 
of the £75,000 award confi rmed 
that we are one of just 149 

successful bids from over 500 applications submitted across 
the whole of the country. Sport England were particularly 
impressed by our community-backed scheme as it will 
enhance facilities for all ages in our three villages. 

Sport England award of £75,000 confi rmed!
Over the last 20 years, Sport England has invested 
£5 billion in grass roots sport, supporting projects 
that make important differences to communities. 
Our scheme is seen to be delivering exactly that.

As Sport England announced the latest round of 
funding at the start of June, Jennie Price, their chief 
executive, said “Today we particularly want to thank 
the people behind the projects we have funded – 
without their vision, drive and commitment, they 
would simply not have happened.” 

Here are a few thoughts from 
some of our children:

“Children won’t be bored and it 
will be a place to meet up with 
friends. We have really good 
tennis players at school and 
they will be able to practice their 
tennis nearer to where they 
live. As a family it will be really 
spacious with lot of things to do 
in a safe environment.”

“Good opportunity to have a 
special place to visit anytime 
and have fun. There will be a lot 
of equipment to play on when 
children visit during the school 
day. I can go with my sister and 
play games and when the new 
pitches and courts are available 
we can play games such as 
football properly, following proper 
rules.”

“It will provide different activities 
and we will be able to use this 
equipment for free. Families will 
get together and have a picnic 
with plenty to do on the courts 
and other equipment. It will 
provide plenty of space for dog 
walkers.”

“For visitors to Barford with 
children it will be a very suitable 
place to visit. All classes will 
be able to use the specialised 
equipment instead of the 
playground. At the moment the 
equipment is limited but with the 
new equipment there will be lots 
to do and we will have lots of fun. 
It will benefi t the community by 
providing more things to do.”

What do students at 
Barford St. Peter’s 
C.E. Primary School 
think of these new 
facilities?

activities
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