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In June the village battled against 
the wind and came together over 
the weekend to enjoy our Festival 
at the Field.

A great team effort setting up all 
day on the Friday (only to see the 
wind change it all by the time we 
arrived again on Saturday morning). 
We had a really hardworking team 
who did shifts and gave up most of 
their weekend to ensure that the 
event took place. Our sponsors, 
Spitfire Bespoke Homes and Big 
Lottery Celebration Fund, ensured 
that the event was a success with 
their generous financial support.

Classical concert was 
a sell-out...
Friday night’s cheese and wine 
classical concert proved extremely 
popular as it sold out all 120 
tickets! The event prompted great 
votes of thanks from many of those 
who came along and requests to 

hold it again next year.
Our Saturday kicked off by 

throwing the festival site plans in 
the bin, throwing the leftover drink 
in the bins and throwing caution 
to the wind. We prepared 700 
portions of pork (yes 700!) thanks 
to our friends at the Glebe Hotel 
and 700 pints of beer. Our bands 
and entertainers had rehearsed 

and dished up  a wonderful 
helping of musical performances 
to remember and boy did they 
deliver! We have some great talent 
within our very own community. 

Hundreds of people at the 
Field all day enjoying the tennis 
tournament where 8 villagers 
took part. 

Summer Review

Field Festival Success

Welcome to the September 
edition of our newsletter. In this 
edition:

 Field Festival Success
 Summer Kids Camp

 Barford United F.C’s  
 presentation night

 Netball goes from strength to 
 strength

 Tescos “Bags of Help “ win

 Cricket 6 a side tournament 
 report

 New Football teams for under 
 7s and under 8s

 Golf Society growing nicely

continued on pages 4 & 5
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Players, families, parents, coaches 
and friends all gathered at the 
Glebe Hotel together in July 
for the inaugural end of season 
presentation night. 

A great evening was had by 
all with food and refreshments 
provided by the club, to celebrate 
their first season since formation 
less than a year ago. 
During the night Mark 
Edwards, Chair of the 
club was able to thank 
all of the players for 
their huge commitment 
and to parents for their 
support in getting the 
club off the ground. 

The statistics for the 
first season were:
Played 22 
Won 13
Drawn 3 
Lost 6 
Goals Scored 81
Goals Against 48 
Goal Difference 33
Leading goalscorer - Elliot 42
Highlight - Winning the Cup. 4 - 
1 victory over Warwick Juniors. 
Goalscorer - Elliot 3, Jamie H

The support from Barford 
Community Charity and the team 
sponsors Plumbsave were key 
to the team being able to play 
in Barford. Fixtures kick off on 
September 9th. Midweek U12 
training will start Wednesday 
6th September 18.30 to 20.00 
and continue every week under 
training lights at King George’s 
Field.

Football club s presentation

2017 Season Presentation Night Awards:
Most improved - Jamie JMost improved defender - Dan & FennehMost improved midfielder - RioMost improved forward - LewisMost assists - Jamie H

Most passes - Joe
Leading goalscorer - ElliotMost tackles - BlakeGoal of the Season - DylanSave of the Season - Shay

Manager’s Player of the Season - LilyPlayer’s Player of the Season - Jamie JParent’s Player of the Season - Elliot
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The interest in playing football in 
the village has seen an additional 

24 new players registering for next 
season taking the total membership 

to 40 players. The 
club have formed 
two mini new age 
groups for under 7s 
and under 8s with 
a taster session held 
before the summer 
holidays.

Training for 
minis will be each 
Saturday morning 
9.30 - 10.30 during 

school term time with Chris 
Lee (Level 2 Qualified Coach) 
supported by James Bunn and 
Adam Bettering (parents of players 
at the club and in the process of 
doing their Level 1 Qualification).

Anyone interested contact 
BUFC info@barfordplayingfields.
org or our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/BarfordUnitedFC. 
Supporters are welcome to come 
along and watch and enjoy the 
cakes and refreshments on sale 
during home games.

U7 & 8’s for next season

The group have been training hard 
all summer with men and women 
having fun down at the netball court 
with numbers approaching 20 in 
total. Summer has seen students 
from schools and universities 
returning home for summer and 
enjoying joining in. 

The club recently said goodbye 
to their Netball England coach as 
she moved away for a job with 
Loughborough University. They are 
currently looking for a new coach or 
netball enthusiast to run the sessions. 

Anyone who may be interested 
in the paid position please 
contact the club. The group 
have received the excellent 
news recently that Barford 
Sports Club have been able to 
buy some portable temporary 
training lights. These will be 
used this autumn/winter for 
training under lights at the 
at the courts. Sessions are for all 
abilities and over 12 years of age. 
They are every Thursday starting at 
6.30pm and new players are always 

welcome to join the group for fun 
and a weekly workout. For further 
information contact Ellie Lees on 
07796 150286.

Netball under lights for winter

There was success off the pitch 
too for the coaches and club 
members to celebrate with the 
fantastic news that BUFC secured 
FA Chartered Standard status over 
the summer break. 

This is a clear demonstration 
to all parents, sponsors and the 
public that the club:

 Is well-organised, safe and  
 offers opportunities for all

 Prioritises Child Welfare

 Has FA-qualified coaches as  
 standard

 Adheres to FA Respect  
 Policies and Codes of Conduct

 Maintains appropriate levels of  
 discipline

FA Chartered Standard status secured
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Over 25 netballers played 
games, 20 bowlers had a go at the 
latest sporting trend of the MUGA, 
25 kids played in the 6 a side, 25 
dogs and owners in the Guide 
Dogs for Blind judged  Dog Show 
competition, and 50-60 batters 
tried their cricketing skills against 
our bowling machine. Hundreds 
of smiley kids’ faces all painted too 
was a great sight. All of this going 
on with folk enjoying the food and 
refreshments albeit we did have 
some left over!

Our stall holders turned up in 
force and despite hanging onto 
their gazebos they battled the 
elements with craft displays and 
products for people to drool over.

Our theme could have been 
“Barford Unplugged” because our 
generous neighbours gave such 
powerful support by donating a 
few of their watts over the hedge 

and helped us charge the marquee 
to full blast. The memory of the 
classical concert was wonderful as 
we were entertained by the quartet 
over a glass or three.

Great result
We created a great weekend which 
was a huge success for everyone 

who came along. Ian Hogg made 
a fantastic effort by cycling for 4 
hours and covering 80 miles to 
raise monies for Air Ambulance 
on his bike under the gazebo...
well done Ian!

The event was a success 
with approximately £1500 to 
go towards Barford Sports Club 
funds after donations to other 
charities. Slower than expected 
attendance on Saturday night was 
the main reason for us not hitting 
our target. 

Festival Highlights
continued from page 1

continued on pages 4 & 5
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More Festival Highlights
continued from page 5

We were able to make a 
donation to the Community 
Building Charity. The financial 
result was less than hoped 
but given the weather forecast 
throughout the week prior to the 
event it could have been much 
much much worse. 

It’s not all about the money 
however and there were so many 
positive things to come out of the 
Festival for our community (apart 
from Sandy Peirson’s jokes as our 
masterful MC and us losing a 
tent as it blew away in the early 
morning gusts which hit the Field) 
that we are pleased to have given 
our community a weekend to 
remember.

Seeing so many kids taking 
part, having fun, competing, 
playing sport or even selling food 
etc was rewarding in itself as 

their generation enjoy the Field 
facilities. There is a selection of 
photos of the day in the village 
shop café  to view and also on our 
website on the gallery pages www.
barfordplayingfields.org

A huge thank you to everyone  for 
their help and hard work in making 

the Festival an overall success and 
to those hundreds of people who 
came along to enjoy themselves 
and for getting involved.
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The first week of the summer 
school holiday saw 126 young 
under 7 year olds enjoying the 
Sportszone activities at the Field 
run by Warwick District Council’s 
(WDC) team.

The weather didn’t beat them
Despite a day of rain which saw 
all activities cancelled on the 
Field, the attendance by children 
in the under 7s age group was 
extremely strong. Organisers 
reported that most of the morning 
and afternoon sessions were 
either full or over subscribed all 
week. With play activities on the 
MUGA the sports co-ordinators 
report that they had fun with lots 
of children participating.

The facilities on the Field 

enabled the coaching staff to play 
games, enjoy sporting activities 
with younger groups taking part 
and leaving mums and dads to get 
a break and enjoy watching all 
the action. The coordinator of the 
WDC led activities commented 
how wonderful the facilities are 
in Barford which makes the task 
of having fun and games with the 
kids so much easier. The excellent 
behaviour of the children was 
also great to hear…well done 

kids! The good news is that 
camp will be back next year.

The decision to provide 
supervised activities for under 7 
age groups appears to have found 
great support from local children 
attending this year’s sessions. If 
you or your child participated 
then we want to hear your 
views on the WDC Sportszone 
activities held. All comments 
are confidential as we seek to 
improve the sessions for next year. 
Please let us have your views on 
info@barfordplayingfields.org

Do you want to offer 
supervised coaching?
Meanwhile we are on the 
look out for any qualified 
coaches/supervisors who may 
be interested in running paid 
sessions at the Field across a 
range of disciplines using our 
club equipment during holiday 
periods during the year. Contact 
us to find out more.

Summer kids camp well 
supported
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Despite the variable weather this 
summer it’s been a really busy 
period over the holidays – lots of 
local activity and lots of visitors 
coming from outside of our area 
often proclaiming it to be the 
“best park in the area”. We are 
very proud of our facility and very 
pleased to share it with them.

This popularity often means 
that folk are not aware of the 
limitations on parking especially 
in Church Lane. We have had 
white lines installed as “guidance” 
and we will leave cones to remind 
drivers to park considerately and 
if possible in Church Street/High 
Street where spaces are more 
often available. 

Parking for football on Sundays 
will continue to be at the school 

for parents of visiting and home 
teams. The Rectory Paddock has 
been used successfully for event 
parking (fete, weddings, KGF 
events, funerals and open days). 
This is very limited for organised 
events only and is NOT for 

general public parking. 
We respectfully remind all 

visitors and car drivers NOT to 
park in Church Lane and better 
still to travel on foot or cycle – it 
will be better for everyone and 
will help us to manage our park.

Managing our popular park

Last month the Joint Parish 
Council gave their support to 
relax the KGF times for the darker 
evenings for organised use. This 
development means that Barford 
Sports Club organised groups will 
be able to use “temporary training 
lights” during the darker nights. A 
grant from WDC has enabled the 
purchase of a second hand set of 
portable lights to be purchased. 
Whilst these are not full sports 
“floodlights” they are suitable 
for use on the MUGA, tennis 
courts and a small area of the 
grass pitches. They may also be 
available for various community 
events elsewhere in the village by 

arrangement. 
The JPC will 

monitor the use of 
this arrangement as 
it will be limited to 
21.00 hours only. 
They are not for 
general public use 
and is certainly 
not to be seen as 
a precedent to 
permanent lighting 
as appointed BSC members 
will be authorised to manage their 
use throughout the year.

This great news will enable the 
established clubs to continue to 
use the facilities throughout the 

year. It is welcome news by all 
those people enjoying the club 
activities  and will save travelling 
to other locations to train when 
the darker nights arrive.

Clubs get training lights for limited activities
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The one day tournament held 
in July at the Field was a huge 
success. 7 teams, over 40 players 
from all ages plus a very strong 
crowd all enjoyed a day of 
cricketing fun in the village for the 
first tournament in Barford in 10 
years.

Spectators lined up to grab 
seats for views of all the action 
taking place whilst enjoying the 
BBQ and refreshments from the 
beer tent.

The tournament attracted 
players from local clubs and 
pubs and great fun on the MUGA 
was had by all. It was a hugely 
competitive day made all the 
more fun on the all weather pitch 
calling for tactics and ability NOT 
to hit it out of the court!

The winning team was a 
combination of players from 
20 years ago, new residents to 

Barford and a very talented Elliot 
aged 11 who helped show his 
team mates how to bat, bowl 
and field. The winning team 
celebrated in the beer tent with 
their winning trophy and magnum 
of champagne.

Barford Cricket Club raised over 
£300 on the day and members 

of the public enjoyed watching 
some curious stroke play and 
bizarre bowling techniques on 
a memorable day. Huge thanks 
to stalwart Simon Morgan who 
worked tirelessly to make the day 
a huge success. His bangers and 
beer were even better than his 
bowling and batting.

Bowled over by return of 

Grant Win from Tescos
During the holiday we received 
the great news that we have 
won a £1,000 grant under the 
Tescos “Bags of Help “ scheme. 
This is an award voted by the 
public and this money is to help 
us fund towards this free copy 
of the newsletter for a further 
year. The judges liked the idea 

of our community newsletter 
to promote activities at King 
George’s Field across all three 
villages. 

Thank you to everyone who 
voted for us and thank you to 
Tescos for this support which will 
be used wisely. If you have ideas, 
photographs or copy that you 

want to see in future newsletters 
then we do want to hear from you.
info@barfordplayingfield.org

cricket   a side6
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Barford Golf Society had a very 
successful event held at The 
Warwickshire Golf Club in July. 
Well done to newcomer Nick 
Benbow for winning the event.  
Having had events at Stratford 
Oaks GC, Menzies Welcombe 
and now The Warwickshire, we 
have taken the month of August 
off for holidays and will start 
playing again on Friday 22nd 
September and on Friday 14th 
October for the last gathering of 
the season.  Anyone interested 
in playing, even if you haven’t 
joined us before would be 
very welcome.  Contact Simon 
Morgan at alvinsmate@gmail.com 
or by phone on 01926 624698.  
First tee is at 12:00 noon and the 
cost of the event is just £25, all 
standards of player welcome.

The Golf Society has been 
a real success this year and 
we are hoping to organise 
one more event in October, 
before the inauguration of the 
Granville Arms 2017 Champion 
is announced.  At time of going 
to press the top three places are 
very close, and Chris Oliver & 
Mike Cook are neck and neck 
for the top spot.  We are very 
grateful to The Granville Arms 
who has supported the Society 
by purchasing a trophy for the 
annual winner. Hopefully this 
will become a tradition within the 
village for years to come.

We thank everyone for 
supporting our society and for the 
excellent golfing banter which is 
enjoyed by all.  Please come and 
join us, you’d be very welcome.

Barford Sports Club Committee Members
Mark Griffin – Chair
John Murphy – Treasurer
Harry Gadsden – Vice Chair
Simon Morgan – Secretary
Mark Edwards – Chair Barford United Football Club
Hilary Rhead, Roger Clay, Wendy Barlow, Espen Oshaug, Richard Ganjavi,  
Tony Merrygold, Chris Lee, Rob Miatt, Ellie Lees,Tony Baker, Tracey Moore

info@barfordplayingfields.org       www.barfordplayingfields.org 
To receive regular news updates by email, log on to our website and book a court or send us 
your email details and we will add you to our database.

This newsletter is a free circulation to ALL houses in Barford, Sherbourne & Wasperton and is funded 
through support of local fundraising by Barford Sports Club and a grant from Warwick District Council.

Contact Information

Golfers welcome 
www.barfordplayingfields.org

Do you want to advertise 
here and reach 1200 

readers in households and 
businesses of Barford, 

Sherbourne and 
Wasperton? Our 

newsletter is distributed 
regularly free of charge. 

Advertising from only £50 
per full page. All proceeds 

to Barford Sports Club.
 

Contact: info@
barfordplayingfields.org


