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Summer is finally here

t
As Barford United‘s season comes 
to an end, the club gives it’s round 
up report on a hugely successful 
campaign for the club.

Unbelievably it is only 18 
months since the club was 
formed and, with a borrowed kit, 
the first match was played away 
at Kenilworth Wardens on 4th 
December 2017. 

From very modest beginnings, 
the club has come a long way 
in a very short time and our very 
special thanks must go to our 
Patrons, Barford Community 
Charity, Barford Sports Club, the 
JPC, PlumbSave and everyone else 
who has helped to ensure we are 

able to offer all of 
our children the 
opportunity to play 
football in a fun and 
safe environment. 

We are delighted 
that we have 
been able to run 
hugely successful minis sessions on 
Saturday mornings throughout the 
season. As a result, next season will 
see, in addition to the U13s, 2 new 
Barford United teams at U8 and U9 
levels. Well done our coaching 
team of Chris, James and Adam. 

We are delighted to welcome 
2 new sponsors to our club – 
the Cinnamon Arch and Steve 

Haynes Forestry Services  who 
will be supporting our new U8 
and U9 teams. We also welcome 
2 newly qualified Level 1 coaches 
to our team – Dan Toney (U8s) 
and James Bunn (U13s) - both of 
whom are hugely excited at having 
the opportunity to work with and 
coach our fantastic children. Chris 
Lee will be coaching the U9s.

Barford finish the league 
as champions

Welcome to the second newsletter 
of the year. In this edition:

 Walking at the Field is great   
 for health

 End of season report for  
 Barford United F.C

 Six a side cricket tournament  
 date announced

 Netball invites new players
 Cheese, wine and classical  

 event update
 Funding for training lights
 Golf society off to a flyer
 New sponsorship deal  

 confirmed
 History behind the benches

Under 12s crowned league champions
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On the pitch the U12s have 
continued where they left off last 
season. Having won the Cup in their 
first season, they went one better 
this year and won the league in a 
thrilling final game of the season 
with a 3-1 victory over Lillington 
Juniors. The team played 14 league 
games, winning 10, drawing 3 
and losing only one. Goals scored 
totalled 56 against 24 conceded. 
The whole squad deserve huge 
credit for this fantastic achievement 
over a difficult season where the 
extraordinary weather conditions 
meant they didn’t play any football 
for long periods between Christmas 
and Easter. 

The Club’s Committee are 
planning an end of season 
Presentation Afternoon and 
Tournament at King Georges Field, 
on Saturday 23rd June, for all 3 
teams and their parents, guardians 
and family members which we 
hope will be a fitting celebration 
and end to a fantastic second year.

Club Chairman Mark Edwards 
said ‘Our coaching team, the 
Committee, members of Barford 

Sports Club and the JPC, amongst 
others, have continued to give a 
huge amount of their own time 
in support of our vision to offer 
children the opportunity to play 
football in their village. On 
behalf of the children, I would 
like to say thank you – without 
this support we simply 
could not have achieved 
all that we have in such a 
short period of time. 

On a personal note, as I stand 
down as joint coach of the U12s 
at the end of the season, I would 
like to offer a special thanks to 
Chris Lee, who co-founded the 
club with me in November 2016. 
Put simply, without him the club 
would not be here today’. 

Anyone interested in joining the 

club should contact the coaching 
team on barfordunited@gmail.
com or via the Facebook page @
barfordunitedfc.

Barford finish the league as champions continued

xx

Action from
last league match

t

Barford lifting their trophy 

Thriving new minis section
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The newly formed team of under 
8s at Barford United received some 
very welcome news over Easter 
with confirmation of shirt sponsor 
from a company based in the 
village. Steve Haynes Forestry and 
Warwickshire Log Company based 
in Barford stepped forward with the 
offer to sponsor the team for the 
18/19 season.

New kit is currently being 
ordered and will be ready for the 
new season with club and company 
sponsor logos. 

Company Director Dawna 
Haynes said ”We are really looking 
forward to this new venture with the 
village football club. We are thrilled 
to be supporting the matches and 
attending when we can.

King George’s Field has been 
a huge success down to the 
committee and other hardworking 

volunteers. We 
are very blessed 
in Barford and 
being a local 
company we 
want to support 
the community 
where we can.”

Barford United 
Chairman, Mark 
Edwards was very 
grateful at the news. “This generous 
support makes a huge difference 
to the children and parents. It now 
means that our new team can enter 
the league in kit to be proud of as it 
gives them a local identity. This has 
been the recipe of success so far and 
we are extremely grateful to Steve 
and Dawna for backing the under 8 
team. We do lots of fundraising to 
help with running costs so this will 
give us another boost for starting 

league football in September.”
The club are planning  a kit 

handover with the team and 
sponsors in June. Joining them 
will be staff from Cinnamon 
Arch restaurant Barford who are 
confirmed as sponsor for the under 
9s. Both sponsors were impressed at 
the promising start of junior football 
and the organisation which has 
encouraged new local families and 
children to get involved.

Steve Haynes is new U   team sponsor

Some good news reached Barford 
Sports Club committee recently 
when it was announced that a 
grant of £850 has been made to 
upgrade some of the training lights 
used at the Field during winter.

The award was made by 

Warwick District Community 
Forum Rural West following an 
application to fund replacement 
lights. The grant will fund two 
new portable LED training lights 
for supervised training activities in 
darker times of the year.

Chair of Barford Sports Club, 
Mark Griffin was excited at the 
news. “We trialled the use of 
portable training lights over the 
winter after purchasing some 
second hand ones. Whilst they 
have allowed netball and football 
to be played in the darker evenings 
these new LED lights are much 

better quality, more efficient to run 
and far lighter to carry. They are 
the same type but being LED they 
will make a huge improvement 
compared to the old ones and they 
can be used for village events such 
as bonfire night if necessary.  

We are extremely grateful to 
the Forum as this will enable us to 
encourage people to participate in 
local sport all year round without 
leaving the village”. 

The new lights will be ready 
for September and are also part 
funded by donations from various 
sections of Barford Sports Club.

Grant win for new training lights

8

Saturday morning practice is popular 
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The arrangements are all in place 
for the return of our mid summer 
event on Friday 22nd June for an 
evening to remember.

At time of going to press only 
a few tickets are available from 
the Village Shop for this fantastic 
evening which sees some of the 
young talent from Birmingham 
Conservatoire booked to come 
and entertain with classical 
music featuring guitar and cello. 
What better way than to spend 

a summer evening in our Field 
marquee with a selection of fine 
cheeses, wine, paid bar relaxing 

with friends and neighbours.
Our event is being supported 

by the Glebe Hotel for which we 
are very grateful. Don‘t leave it 
too late as tickets are selling fast 
and are only £15 per person (or 
save some money and book a 
table of ten). There will be a raffle 
if you want to donate a prize to 
help our fundraising or simply 
enjoy our paid licenced bar for 
the evening all to raise funds for 
Barford Sports Club.

If you would like to get 
involved and help be one of 
our team on the night then 
please do get in touch on  
info@barfordplayingfields.org.

Enjoying the first concert in 2017

Cheese  wine and classics at the field
MID SUMMER
Cheese & Wine Evening 

KING GEORGE’S FIELD

Friday 22nd June 2018

Back by popular demand a fun evening in our marquee with Classical musicians
from Birmingham Conservatoire. We have secured the booking of a guitar and
cello duo with young local talent from Birmingham University who will entertain 

us with classical music for the evening.
Places are limited and tables of ten will be available. Early booking is essential. 
Tickets are £15 each (£14 as a table of ten) and includes a welcome drink plus 

a wonderful platter selection of various local cheeses to suit all tastes. 
Paid bar available with selection of quality wines.

Come and join us for a summer night to relax and enjoy 7.30pm – 10.30pm
Tickets available from Barford Village Shop.

All proceeds to Barford Sports Club 
www.barfordplayingfields.org

For further information contact info@barfordplayingfields.org 
Mark Griffin 07802 470896

Cheese,wine & bubbles under the stars

Supported by

Members of Birmingham Conservatoire will entertain

Huge selection of cheeses 
to enjoy over a glass

www.barfordplayingfields.org
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Barford Netball has been running 
for two years this May since it 
started up when King George’s 
Field was first reopened. Although 
netball is typically a winter sport, 
Barford Netball play all year 
round - only hiding from some 
of the snow and downpours that 
the winter brought us. The players 
range in age from 12 – 65 years 
old and gender doesn’t matter; it’s 
simply about wanting to be active, 
meet new people in the village 
and enjoy a game of netball. The 
sessions are £3 on the door to 
enable people to come ad hoc 
on the weeks that they can make 
it. The group play every Thursday 
6:30-7:30 and have recently 
extended their sessions to begin at 

6pm to accommodate new players 
wanting to get back to netball.

It may seem daunting to join 
a group that is already well 
established so the team decided 
to extend the sessions so that 
newbies could come and try 
netball from 6pm. Each week will 
focus on a different skill or area 
of netball starting from the very 
basics. Whether you’ve not played 
since school or never played 
before, the new 6pm start time 
will allow 30 minutes before the 
game for anyone wanting to learn 
the rules, increase their fitness or 
improve their netball skills and 
knowledge. The normal sessions 
will continue to run from 6:30-
7:30 playing a game in order to 

put this into practice. If 
you would like to come 
along, new players are 
always welcome, no 
matter what age or ability.

“Most of us in the 
group hadn’t played 
since school and now 
are playing every week, 
we want to make 
sure that other people 
feel comfortable to 
come along to join us 
because we all started 
somewhere!” said Ellie.

In other news for the 
club, a sister group started 
up in Wellesbourne in 
February. The two teams 
hope to set up a friendly 
game over the summer 
holidays. 

Barford Netball are also very 
excited about their sponsorship 
from The Cinnamon Arch and 
recently hosted their last social 
there in May and there will be 
many more in the future, following 
their Christmas meal.

For more information or any 
other queries please contact 
Ellie Lees via the club email  
info@barfordplayingfields.org or 
07796 150 286.

Barford Netball celebrate   years2

Some of the current players from Barford Netball
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So the season is off and running 
for Barford Golf Society, with the 
opening match of the season held 
at Ingon Manor.  To say it wasn’t 
the perfect Spring, sunny day 
would be an understatement.  It 
was the coldest and wettest day of 
the week.  Spirits were high when 
the bacon sandwiches arrived from 
a warm and dry clubhouse, and a 
field of 31 players was cut to just 
22 as a result of the poor weather 
conditions.  As the first group set 
off there was a small shower of 
rain passing but to be honest after 
an hour or so, the rain relented 
and we were just left with a course 
which had seen plenty of water.  

We can’t choose the weather 
but we can choose the company, 
and despite the weather there was 
plenty of fun to be had out there 
on the course.  Richard Jones was 
not alone and practicing 
his skiing technique down 
the hills as it was a day 
where standing upright 
whilst guiding your golf 
clubs down a hill was a 
challenge but through 
friendship and fun we were 
able to keep plugging away 
and get on with the golf.

It was never going to 
be a high scoring day 
on the course, and the 
chance to win the first prize of the 
season (longest drive) went to Ben 
Gardiner with a superb drive on 
the 10th hole.  The second prize 
on the course was snapped up by 
Nick Benbow who hit a good shot 

into the 17th Par 3 for closest to 
the pin. Third prize was snapped 
up with just 30 points by Simon 
Morgan, 2nd prize with 32 points 
was John Close, and April’s winner 
was Dan Holloway with 33 points.  

The wooden spoon was 
snapped up by Richard 
Jones who sadly like 
everyone did struggle with 
what was a challenging 
combination of long grass 
rough, soaked in water.

Fun was had by all, and 
we now look forward to 
meeting up again on the 

25th May 2018 at Stratford Oaks 
Golf Club.  If you’re interested 
in joining us as a guest, or a 
prospective member please do 
get in touch with Simon Morgan 
alvinsmate@gmail.com

Golfers off to a damp start

Testing greens

Is this a bunker 
or a pond?

The 19th hole couldn’t come 
soon enough for some

Not a brolly in sight
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A great response from the 
invitation to play adult social 
football has been received. 
Players are reminded that they 
are welcome to join subject 
to a minimum age of 16. New 
players are welcome to join in on 
Monday evenings on the MUGA 
starting at 7.30pm.

Monday Night 
Adult Football

All of these Barford players 
are now out of contract 

and open to offers!
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This summer sees the return of 
Barford Cricket Club’s 6 a side 
tournament being played on the 
MUGA at the Field on Saturday 
14th July. The event will see 8 
teams competing for the 2018 
trophy. Repeating last year’s 
format with focus on fun it will 
see teams playing in 30 minute 5 
over a side matches in leagues.

Anyone wanting to enter a team 
or simply to join a side and play 
is warmly invited to contact the 
club as places are available. Play 
will start at 11am until 5pm and 
there will be a licenced bar and 
bbq. Spectators are encouraged 
to come along and watch support 
their favourite team.

Last year saw over 30 players 
taking part in energetic style 
where quick thinking scoring saw 
the “Barford Has Beens” crowned 
champions. Their leading wicket 
taker and run maker, 11 year old 
Elliot Edwards, played a huge part 
in helping his older (and rather 

slower)  team mates win the 
tournament. They are rumoured 

to be defending their trophy again 
this year.

Cricket tournament date set
The biggest hit of the day “Morgan’s burgers”

Highlights from the 
2017 tournament

Barford ‘Has Beens’ will be 
defending their tropy this June
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Bench Story Paul Hunt

Paul Lawson Arthur Hunt was 
born in June 1941 in Leamington 
Spa and attended Milverton 
school before studying an 
electrical apprenticeship at one 
of the town’s largest employers: 
Lockheed.

At the age of 26 he married his 
wife Rita in June 1967. The happy 
couple moved into 48 Church 
Street, Barford. Their beloved 
cottage would continue to be 
their family home for many happy 
years. Despite taking years of 
restoration and repair Paul worked 
hard to improve the property for 
his family and future generations 
to enjoy.

Paul started his own 
electrical business 
in 1968, Paul Hunt 
Electrical which still 
trades today based 
in Warwick. The 
business grew over 
many years of hard 
work by Paul and his 
team helping him to 
create employment 
for many apprentices 
and technicians over 
the years. The business 
celebrates fifty years of 
trading this year and 
is still very successful 
and is run by Paul’s 
son Matthew who also 
resides in Barford with 
his family.

A sports fanatic 
he played cricket for 

Wellesbourne from the age of 16 
into his late thirties before taking 
up golf at Stratford Golf Club. 
Paul got out for a game when 
ever he could playing with regular 
local lifelong friends spending 
many hours in the 19th hole. His 
favourite passion was ski-ing and 
Paul went off for many annual 
trips in Zermat where he was 
accompanied by family and mates 
enjoying great holidays.

With a reputation of living life 
to the full and a sports fanatic 
Paul would often spend hours 
watching or playing sport when 
ever he could especially rugby. 
A practical joker who always 
brought a smile to anyone he met 
Paul loved his village of Barford 
and worked tirelessly supporting 
many activities in the community 
and school. 

Barford legend 
Paul Hunt

Hunty’s bench overlooking 
the Field facilities
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When the local consultation for 
the improvement plans for King 
George’s Field took place the most 
popular request was to improve 
the access around the area for 
walking and push chairs. The idea 
of a perimeter track for everyone 
to be able to use was born and it 
has been one of the most popular 
features ever since. The track is 
approximately 400m round so 4 
laps is a mile or thereabouts.
What’s so great about walking?
Walking can be done almost 
anywhere, at any time, and in any 
weather. It’s a great way to get from 
A to B, which means you can fit 
walking into your daily routine. 
Walking is classed as a moderate-
intensity activity and counts 
towards your recommended 150 
minutes of weekly exercise. If 

you walk 10,000 steps a day, you 
will probably do more than 150 
minutes and that’s great: research 
suggests that the more activity 
you do the better, as there are 
numerous benefits of exercise.

How do I know how many steps 
I’m taking?
The average person walks between 
3,000 and 4,000 steps per day. To 
find out how many steps you take 
each day, buy a pedometer. 

Walking at the field is good for all

Always keen to help others 
Paul was Chairman of the 
Leukaemia Research Fund for 
many years after his daughter 
was diagnosed with the condition 
at the age of 5. Paul was forever 
positive throughout his life and 
always a funny tale to tell before 
losing a hard fought fight against 
pancreatic cancer in 2012.

His family knew that Paul 
would have loved spending 
time at King George’s Field 
watching sport and encouraging 
the community to be active and 
have fun enjoying the facilities. 
They take comfort that “Hunty’s“ 
bench is sat overlooking the Field 
which is where he would have 

wished to be remembered… 
and many people can take time 
to recall their own personal 

happy memories of a devoted 
Barfordian who was known and 
loved by so many.

t

Stepping out is good 
for fitness
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Celebrating 70 years Established Since 1948

    Clip it firmly 
to your belt or 
waistband, and it 
will measure every 
step you take: 
around the house, 
across the office, 
window shopping, 
to school or the 
park. You might 
find that you walk 
almost 10,000 steps 
(about five miles a 
day) already, or that 
you walk less than 
you think. Whatever 
your results, 
knowing how far 
you can walk in a 
day will motivate you.
How many calories will I burn if I 
walk 10,000 steps a day?
A person aged 45 and weighing 
70kg (about 11 stone) can burn 
around 400 calories by walking 

10,000 steps briskly (3-5mph). If 
you’re trying to lose weight, you 
should aim to reduce your daily 
calorie intake by 600kcal. This is 
best achieved by a combination of 
diet and exercise. 

10,000 steps sounds a lot. How do 
I fit all that walking into my busy 
day?
Increasing your walking is easier 
than you think. Try these tips for 
getting more steps into your life: 
l get off the bus early and walk  
 home or to work
l walk to the village shop, school,  
 Field, pub or church instead of  
 taking the car 
l take the stairs instead of the lift,  
 or walk up escalators 
l invest in a shopping trolley and  
 shop locally if you can 
l walk the children to school,  
 whatever the weather 
l get fit with Fido – walk the dog 
l 4 laps around the Field and a  
 walk there and back will go  
 along way towards your daily  
 target.
How many laps around the Field 
will you do this week?

Walking at the field is good for all continued

t

4 laps around the 
Field is 1 mile

Walkers on the 2017 village 
‘Beating the Bounds’
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We are proud to be celebrating 70 years of creating high-quality homes and commercial 

properties throughout the Midlands.  We are delighted to be able to support local 

clubs and charities which enhance the community in which we serve.

Creating Communities now 
and for generations to come

A.C. Lloyd Homes Ltd, Nicholls House, Homer Close, Tachbrook Park, Warwick CV34 6TT 

+44 (0)1926 421326 | enquiries@aclloyd.com | www.aclloydhomes.com

Celebrating 70 years Established Since 1948



16

Newsletter Issue Six

Once again we remind 
people visiting the Field to 
respect local neighbours 
and NOT park vehicles 
in Church Lane. It is far 
better to leave the car 
at home and not cause 
access problems in 
adjoining roads. 

Picnics are encouraged 
at the Field. Please assist 
us in taking your litter 
home and please note 
barbeques are NOT 
permitted. A copy of 
byelaws are on display at 
the Field noticeboard.

Many thanks for 
helping us out on these 
important restrictions.

Barford Sports Club Committee Members
Mark Griffin – Chair
John Murphy – Treasurer
Harry Gadsden – Vice Chair
Simon Morgan – Secretary
Mark Edwards – Chair Barford United Football Club
Hilary Rhead, Roger Clay, Tony Merrygold, Chris Lee, 
Ellie Lees, Tracey Moore, Tony Baker

info@barfordplayingfields.org       www.barfordplayingfields.org 
To receive regular news updates by email, log on to our website and book a court or send us 
your email details and we will add you to our database.

This newsletter is a free circulation to ALL houses in Barford, Sherbourne & Wasperton and is funded 
through support of local fundraising by Barford Sports Club and a grant from Tescos Bags of Help Fund.

Contact Information

Visiting your Field
www.barfordplayingfields.org

Do you want to advertise 
here and reach 1200 

readers in households and 
businesses of Barford, 

Sherbourne and 
Wasperton? Our 

newsletter is distributed 
regularly free of charge. 

Advertising from only £50 
per half page. All proceeds 

to Barford Sports Club.
 

Contact: info@
barfordplayingfields.org


